


The groundwater basins in the San Jacinto-Hemet area are a major source of

groundwater for Eastern which is produced through a large number of wells, many of which

are physically close to the San Jacinto River and have been in production for decades,

some of them close to 100 years.

For these reasons, we are very concerned about any modification of State Board

jurisdiction that would subject the District's existing wells (and replacements thereof) to the

State Board's permitting process.

We have reviewed and hereby endorse ACWA's recommendations regarding

groundwater classification. In addition, however, we respectfully request that serious

consideration be given to providing an exemption for existing wells and their replacements

where newly adopted guidelines would indicate that such wells would be producing water

otherwise subject to State Board jurisdiction and procedures.  We submit that said

circumstances will be necessary to avoid a catastrophic disruption of domestic water

production currently in place pursuant to California's long established system of water

rights.

Thank you for your consideration.
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